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Teaching Philosophy 
 

 I am a practicing artist, and my teaching philosophy reflects that. I cultivate a nuanced perspective 

based in personal history and society, taking into account technology, critical theory, and cultural change. I 

serve as an interpreter, communicating complex ideas and providing intellectual stimulation to the public. I 

believe today’s artist must focus on both academic achievement and an array of visual media. I find that artists 

have become scholars, employing anthropological, sociological, and mathematical theories, in working to 

articulate how we function as social beings. 

The varying approaches I take to creating my work translate to my philosophy as an instructor.  I believe 

art instructors must understand their students’ interests in both traditional and emerging media. As an educator, I 

stimulate my students’ development by introducing them to new and innovative uses of technology, as well as 

ideas and artworks from a range of periods. 

As a mediator in the classroom, I strive to help students discover how their passions can be expressed 

through art.  In the classroom, I interact with my students as much as possible through an array of workshops 

and brainstorm activities.  I employ these activities to provide both empowerment and leadership opportunities to 

help students gain professional skills within and outside the artistic world.  Through exercises and discussions, I 

aim to start a dialog through which students acquire the vocabulary and technical skills necessary for expression.   

As a mentor, I strive to help students explore their nascent ideas within the community of the classroom.  I 

am also available to my students outside the classroom through one-on-one meetings, student activities and 

community events, and multiple digital platforms.  I empower and support students to explore what preoccupies 

them through written and other self-reflective exercises. These activities bring focus to their individual thought 

process and create a multifaceted approach to their individual development. 

My main goal is to cultivate a positive and productive educational environment. I support the overall 

process by which my students come into their own as artists, thinkers, and communicators. I remind young artists 

that they need not be simple commodities but should also function as influential figures, performing their own 

vision of the world around them.   


